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VITA 

MaryAnn Demchak, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA 

College of Education Date of Information: October 2019 

University of Nevada, Reno Work Phone: (775) 682-7852 

Reno, NV 89557 Email:  mad@unr.edu 

Education 

Ph.D. The Pennsylvania State University; 1987; Special Education 

M.P.A. The Pennsylvania State University; 1984; Public Administration 

M.S. Shippensburg State College, 1982; Psychology 

B.S. Ed. Clarion State College, 1979; Graduated Summa cum Laude, Special 
Education & Elementary Education 

Certifications & Licenses 

2012-Present Board Certified Behavior Analyst – Doctoral (Certificate #1-12-11566) 

2019-Present Licensed Behavior Analyst (Nevada) (License #LBA0250) 

Professional Experience 

1997-Present Professor, Special Education. University of Nevada, Reno. 

2019-Present Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Programs 

2018-2019 Division Director, Professional Specialized Studies & Program 
Coordinator, Educational Leadership 

7/2011-12/2013 Associate 

mailto:mad@unr.edu
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1992-97 Associate Professor, Special Education. University of Nevada, 
Reno. 

1992-95 Project Director, Nevada Dual Sensory Impairment Project 
(PR/AWARD NUMBER H025A20020) 

1992-97 Project Co-Director, PReparing Educators of Students with 
Severe Disabilities: Project PRESS (PR/AWARD NUMBER 
H029A20083) 

1988-92 Assistant Professor, Special Education. University of Nevada, 
Reno. 

1990-92 Project Director, Nevada Deaf-Blind Services Project 
(PR/AWARD NUMBER H025A00011) 

1985-88 Research Scientist. Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA. 

This position involved conducting and overseeing research 
at a community- based vocational program for adults with 
severe disabilities. Responsibilities included training and 
supervising instructors and paraprofessionals, managing 
project budget, overseeing implementation of individualized 
habilitation plans, and coordinating activities between 
University, County, and State bureaucracies. Two graduate 
level courses per year were taught. Graduate courses 
taught: 

1985-88 (Cont.) SpEd 415 - Motor Skills for Handicapped Individuals  
SpEd 415 - 
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COURSES TAUGHT AT UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO 

GRADUATE 

CI 611 Mental Retardation: Moderate to Profound 

CI 611 Physical and Multiple Disabilities 

CI 613 Serving Individuals with Disabilities and Their Families 

CI 614 Special Topics Course: Classroom and Behavior Management for the Special 
Education Teacher 

EDSP 667 Teaching Students with Intellectual Disabilities (formerly CI 616 & EDS 640) 

EDSP 668 Augmentative/Alternative Communication (formerly CI 670 & EDS 641) 

CI 687 Special Topics: Inclusion of Students with Disabilities in General Education 
Classes 

CI 687 Special Topics: Assistive 
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EDUC 695/ 
EDRS 771 

Special Topics: Single Case Research Designs 

EDUC 695 Special Topics: Nature & Characteristics of Intellectual Disability 

UNDERGRADUATE 

CI 311 Introduction 
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Additional Training 

2012-13 
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Demchak, M., & Johnson, J. (2002-2003). Project PLAIS: Playing and Learning Activities in 
Inclusive Settings. Nevada Department of Education, $50,055. (Please note that order of 
author names reflects equal authorship.) 

Demchak, M. (1999-2003). Nevada Dual Sensory Impairment Project. U.S. Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education, $484,140. 

Demchak, M. (1998-99). Preparing Teachers to Address the Assistive Technology Needs of 
Students with Disabilities. The Leonette Foundation, $21,750. 

Demchak, M. (1995-99). Nevada Dual Sensory Impairment Project. U.S. Dept. of Education, 
Office of Special Education, $331,120. 

Demchak, M. (1992-95). Nevada Dual Sensory Impairment Project. U.S. Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education, $240,000. 

Demchak, M., & Cheney, C.O. (1992-97). Preparing Educators of Students with Severe 
Disabilities: Project PRESS. U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education, 
$312,980. 

Demchak, M., & Cheney, C.O. (1994). Project RISE: Rural Institute for Special Education. 
Nevada Department of Special Education-Special Education Branch, $6,159. 

Demchak, M. (1990-92). Nevada Deaf-Blind Services. U.S. Department of Education, Office of 
Special Education, $112,840. 

Demchak, M. (1990). Training in the Management of Special Education Programs and Pupils. 
Nevada Department of Education-Special Education Branch, $7,200. 

Funded University of Nevada, Reno Grant Activity 

Demchak, M. (2013). Enhancing the Educational Preparation of Future Teachers of Students 
Who have Severe, Multiple Disabilities. University of Nevada, Reno: Instructional 
Enhancement Grant. $1,500. 

Demchak, M. (2000). Improving the Educational Experience of Future Teachers of Students 
with Severe Disabilities. University of Nevada, Reno: Instructional Enhancement Grant. 
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Publications: Refereed Articles & Book Chapters  

(*students, practitioners, or junior faculty) 

Sutter, C.*, Demchak, M., Grumstrup, B.*, Forsyth, A.*, & Grattan, J.* (manuscript accepted). 
Research designs and literature in the field of visual impairments and blindness: What 
informs our practices? Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness. 

Demchak, M., 
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Demchak, M., & Avery, M.* (2018). Triple X syndrome. In E. Braaten (Ed.), The SAGE 
Encyclopedia of Intellectual and Developmental Disorders 
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Demchak, M. (1989). A comparison of graduated guidance and increasing assistance in 
teaching adults with severe handicaps leisure skills. Education and Training in Mental 
Retardation, 24, 45-55. 

Demchak, M., & Browder, D.M. (1987). Data-based teacher supervision: Evaluating task 
analytic instruction. Journal of Special Education Technology, 9, 9-18. 

Demchak, M. (1987). A review of behavioral staff training in special education settings. Education 
and Training in Mental Retardation, 22, 205-217. 

Browder, D.M., & Demchak, M. (1987). An assessment plan for supervisors. In D.M. Browder 
(Ed.), Assessment of individuals with severe handicaps: An applied behavior approach 
to life skills assessment (pp. 219-250). Baltimore: Brookes Publishing. 

Neisworth, J.T., Bagnato, S.J., & Demchak, M. (1987). Programs for children and parents. In J.T. 
Neisworth & S.J. Bagnato (Eds.), The young exceptional child: Early development and 
education (pp. 101-138). New York: Macmillan Publisher. 

Publications: Refereed Articles & Book Chapters (contd.)  

(* students, practitioners, or Jr faculty) 

Demchak, M. (1986). Designing a management information system for a special education 
organization. Journal of Special Education Technology, 8(4), 37-44. 

Demchak, M., & Halle, J.W. (1985). Motivational assessment: A potential means of enhancing 
treatment success of self-injurious individuals. Education and Training of the Mentally 
Retarded, 20, 25-38. 

Tawney, J.W., & Demchak, M. (1984). Severely retarded? Severely handicapped? Multiply 
handicapped? A definitional analysis. Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, 4(3), 
1-18. 

Publications: Non-Refereed Conference Proceedings  

(* students, practitioners, or junior faculty) 

Molina, L.*, & Demchak, M. (2018). Improving rural student outcomes: Literacy instruction for 
high school students with moderate to severe disabilities.  Proceedings of the 
American Council on Rural Special Education, 2018. 

Molina, L.*, Demchak, M., & Harrington, S.* (2011). Customized employment: Opening doors 
in the public workforce.  Proceedings of the American Council on Rural Special 
Education 2012, 23-27. (http://acres-sped.org/r/download/123893) 

http://acres-sped.org/r/download/123893)
http://acres-sped.org/r/download/123892)
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Demchak, M., & Elquist, M.* (2002). Screening for vision problems in children with hearing 
impairments. Proceedings of the American Council on Rural Special Education 2002 
Conference, 274-278. 

Demchak, M. (1999). Facilitating effective inclusion through staff development. In D. 
Montgomery (Ed.), 1999 Conference proceedings – Rural special education for the 
new millennium (pp. 271-275). Stillwater, OK: Oklahoma State University. 

Chene.9 l5
[(O)3(l)-6.6 (.004 TcS
( )Tj
-0.(.)0.8 ( )]TJ
-0.0(e)]TJ
001 Tw -36.219 -1.d0.01 Tw 9 l5
[(O)3(l)-6.6 (.0&0.01 Tw 5.639 0 Td
(2742.281 (t)-7.2D (,)]TJe)-5.9 (nt.)]TJ6 (o)-5.
0 Tcon)]T 4.47 0 Td
( )Tj
-00.01 Tc 0.01 Tw 0.2339 0 Td
3(M.)Tj
0 Tc 0 Tw 1.093 0 Td
( )Tj
-8.008 Tc 0.008 Tw 0.29 0 Td
[(()1.1 (1999))1.1 (.)0.8)]TJ
0  ( )]TJ
-0.0.645 0 Td
(-)Tj
142008 Tc 0.008 Tw 0.519 0 Td
[(O)1.1 .004 Tc An.093 0 Td
( )Tj
21.01 Tc 0.01 Tw -36.219 -1.153 3.5  (78.)]TJelo(o)-5.9(ater)0.u.9 (ni0.6 ( -5.9 (m)3.3 ( ( )Tj
-0.01 Tc 0.01 Tw [(C)1.6 (ou)-5.4.71 (t)-7(of-)Tj
-0.01 Tc 0.)0.8 ( )]TJ
-0.0(e)]TJ
-5.0(tat)-5.30 Tc1Tw 5.131 0 Td
( )Te U7.01 Tc 0.01 Tw 0.29 0 Td
[(S)1.3  (k)-6.7 (el)-1.1 8 (ti)-1.1 (v)-1.8 (e)]TJ
0 Tc 0 Tw ne(t)-5.3  5.41 0 Td
[( )-1 72.008 Tc 0.008 Tw 0.29 0 Td
[(()1.12.2 (ur)(of-)Tj
-0.01 Tc c)-2008 Tc 0.008 Tw 0.29 0 Td
[(()1.1.3 (pp.)0. (c)-1.3um(c)-6 (r)-4.3 (r0.645 0 Td
(-)Tj
58.005 Tc 0.005 Tw 29 0 Td
[(S)1.3 7 (1999))(e)]TJ
0nsTcon2 (.)]TJ0.6 ( -5.9 tute(t)-5.3  0.004 Tw 1TJ
-0.0(e)]TJ
0.8 (hr)1.1 (9 (e 2.80r0.645 0 Td
(-)T0.)0.8 ( )]TJ
-0.0(e)]TJ
Td
(771 .9 (ont)0.7 ru(e 2.80ra(e 2.80 ( )Tj
-0.01 Tc 1
-0.004 Tc 0.004 Tw -33.372 -1.153 3.5  (78.)]TJf)]TJ
0ea(al)]TJ
h(y)]TJ
0 Tc 0 Tw 5.41 0 Td
[( )-3.3 (tat)-5 0.005 Tw 29 0 Td
[(S)1.3 .3 (pp.)(of-)Tj
-0.01 Tc 0.)0.8 ( )29 0 Td
[(S)1-5.0(tat)-5.3(t)-5.3 tuden.)]TJ0.6 5.41 0 Td
[( )-3.0.004 Tc 0.004 Tw 1.12 0 Td
(D.)T1.1.3 (pp.)0.wi (,)1 (.)]6 (.0h1.71 0 Td
( )Tj
-03.004 Tc 0.004 Tw -33.372 -1.153 3.57 (1999))8 (a)]TJe)-5.4 (w1.71 0 Td
( )Tj
-492008 Tc 0.008 Tw 6.219 -1.153 3.5  (78.)]TJ(e)]TJ
0nti)-1.1 (v)-1.8(e)]TJ
0d
0 Tc 0 Tw ( )Tj
-0.004 Tc 0.004 Tw 3.924 0 Td
[(i)
-02(r th)-0.J
0 Tc 0 s6 (ngs)a)-5.4 (b
0 Tc 0 8 (a)]TJ
0 Tc 0 f)]TJ
0
0 Tc 0 es6 (ngs).0.645 0 Td
(-)T1.34.008 Tc 0.008 Tw 6.18 0 Td
(In )1.1 (1999Tc 0.012 Tw 1.12 0 Td
(D.)Tj
0 (ur)1.2w 0.978 0 Td
( )Tj
-0.004 Tc 0.004 Tw 29 0 Td
[(S)1.3 (ti)-1.1 Mt.)]TJon.)]TJ0.6go)-5.9 (nt.)]TJ
0 Tc 0 rTc 0 Tw6.6 (.0 0.004 Tw 1TJ
-0.0(e)]TJ
5-03.004 Tc0.7 ( TJ
0 .),)]TJ
01 0 Tw ( )Tj
/TT2 1 Tf
-0.01 Tc 0.01 T Tw 6.18 0 Td
(In ))-53 (78.)]TJ1)5TJ
09
-0.257 0 Td
( )Tj
-19004 Tc 0.004 Tw -33.372 -1.153 -37.831 .9 (48f)0.8 (er)1.1 (enc)-1.2 (e)]TJ
0 Tc 0 Tw 5.131 0 Td
( )Tj
-0.004 Tc 0.004 Tw 0.273 0 Td
[(pr)1. (k)-6.7 ( (eedi)-0.6 (ngs)]TJ
0 Tc 0 Tw 5hom)3. 5.131 0 Td
( )Tj
68 (oc)-1.2-0.004 Tc 0.004 Tw 1.115 0 Td
[(R)0.831 0al special  





Demchak Vita 16 

Sutter, C.*, & Demchak, M. (2019, December). Building an evidence 
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Demchak, M., Navarrete, L., Morgan, J., & Kaufman, R. (2019, February). Principals’ 
background/training in and perceptions of MTSS procedures: A statewide focus group 
analysis. Paper presented at Conference on Academic Research in Education (CARE). 
Las Vegas, NV. 

Kaufman, R., Navarrete, L., Demchak, M., & Morgan, J. (2019, February) Crossing boundaries: 
NV TPPs coordinate a statewide approach to managing MTSS. Paper presented at the 
Association of Teacher Educators (ATE) 2019 Annual Meeting. Atlanta. 

Forsyth, A.*, & Demchak, M. (2019, January). Current digital literacy curriculum practices with 
students with an intellectual disability. Paper presented at CEC-DADD conference. 
Hawaii 

Demchak, M., & Sutter, C.* (2019, January). Increasing teacher competence in response 
prompting procedures by using behavioral skills training. Paper presented at CEC-
DADD conference. Hawaii 

Demchak, M., Prudente, J.*, & Sutter, C.* (2018, November). Increasing teacher competence in 
response prompting procedures by using behavioral skills training. Paper presented at 
2018 TASH Conference. Portland, OR. 

Grattan, J.*, & Demchak, M. (2018, November). Review of the evidence-base of 
progressive time delay with stud
-0.011 Tc 0.011 Tw 3.087 0 Td
[(N)-42(ev)-1.8 (id
(by)T2Tc 0.004 Tw 0.279 3.71 Tc 0.004 Tw 4.84 (s)0u)-0.6 (n)R.bave 
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Education and Rehabilitation of Blind and Visually Impaired International Conference. 
Reno, NV. 

Sutter, C.*, Demchak, M., Grumstrup, B.*, Forsyth, A.*, & Grattan, J.* (author only). (2018, July). 
Research designs and literature in the field of visual impairments and blindness: What 
inform our practices. Poster presented at Association for Education and Rehabilitation of 
Blind and Visually Impaired International Conference. Reno, NV. 

Sutter, C.*, Demchak, M., Grumstrup, B.*, Forsyth, A.*, & Grattan, J.* (author only). (2018, July). 
Research in deafblindness: What designs and literature inform our practices.  Poster 
presented at Association for Education and Rehabilitation of Blind and Visually Impaired 
International Conference. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., Forsyth, A.*, & Prudente, J.* (author only). (2018, July). Teaching single-digit 
multiplication to students with ID: Using skip counting number lines and dot-notation 
math. Poster presented at the Division of International Special Education and Services 
Conference. Cape Town, South Africa. 

Sutter, C.*, Demchak, M., Forsyth, A.* (author only), Grattan, J.* (author only), & Grumstrup, 
B.* (author only). (2018, April). Trends in research and 
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Cohen, A.*, Demchak, M. (2018, February).  Increasing 
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Grumstrup, B.*, Demchak, M., Forsyth, A.*, Grattan, J.*, (author only) & Sutter, C.* (author 
only), (2017, April). 
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Molina, L.*, & Demchak, M.  (2012, November). After school work camp: Paving the way for 
competitive employment. Poster presented at the TASH Annual Conference. Long 
Beach, CA. 

Cohen, A.*, & Demchak, M. (2012, November). Shared reading with squishy books - An 
analysis with young children with severe disabilities.  Paper presented at the TASH 
Annual Conference. Long Beach, CA. 

Demchak, M., & Cohen, A.* (2012, April). Literacy instruction and materials for students with 
severe disabilities: Statewide survey results. Poster presented at the annual Council 
for Exceptional Children Conference. Denver, CO. 

Demchak, M. (2012, March). Dual Sensory Impairments: Interventions Do Matter. Paper 
presented at The Young Child wit.
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Branson, D.*, & Demchak, M. (2009, November).  Promoting positive behavior: Toddler 
teachers' use of evidence-based practices. Paper presented at the annual TASH 
conference, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Cohen, A.*, & Demchak, M. (2009, November). The use of visual supports to increase task 
independence in inclusive settings. Paper presented at the annual TASH conference, 
Pittsburgh, PA. 

Branson, D.*, & Demchak, M. (2009, November). Use of augmentative and alternative 
communication with infants and toddlers: Current practices. Poster presented at the 
annual TASH conference, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Demchak, M., Molina, L.*, & Lyons, E.* (2009, August). Lessons learned from a professional 
development initiative. Paper presented at the Summer Conference of the Association 
of Teacher Educators, Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., Prudente, J.*, & Gustafson, J.* (2009, August).  Perspectives on a hybrid 
program to prepare teachers of students with severe disabilities. Paper presented at 
the Summer Conference of the Association of Teacher Educators, Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., & Cohen, A.* (2009, March). Let's play! Selecting toys for children with 
disabilities. Invited paper presented at Contemporary Forums - The Young Child 
with Special Needs, Las Vegas, NV. 

Branson, D. M.*, & Demchak, M. (2008, October). AAC use in early intervention: A research 
synthesis. Paper presented at the 
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Demchak, M. & Okura, M.* (2004, November). Use of generalization and maintenance 
strategies by special educators of students with a label of mental retardation. Paper 
presented at the TASH Annual Conference. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., Carey, A., & Greenfield, R. (2004, November). Collaborative child find activities 
within the EI/ECSE delivery systems in rural communities. Paper presented at the TASH 
Annual Conference. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., & Greenfield, R. (2004, October). What does my new teacher need to know? 
Using portfolios to plan for successful transitions. Paper presented at the International 
Council for Exceptional Children Division on Developmental Disabilities Biennial 
Conference. Las Vegas, NV. 

Demchak, M., & Okura, M.* (2004, October). Use of generalization and maintenance strategies 
by rural educators of students with mental retardation. Paper presented at the 
International Council for Exceptional Children Division on Developmental Disabilities 
Biennial Conference. Las Vegas, NV. 

Demchak, M., & Carey, A. (2004, April). Collaborative child find and screening activities within 
the EI/ECSE delivery systems. Paper presented at the NTAC National Topical 
Conference. Tampa, FL. 

Demchak, M., & Elquist, M.* (2003, April). Screening for vision problems with students who 
have hearing impairments. Paper presented at the Annual Council for Exceptional 
Children National Conference, Seattle, WA. 

Demchak, M., & Bixler, B. (2003, October). Training and TA beyond knowledge and skills: A 
facilitated workshop. Paper presented at the annual Project Directors’ Meeting for State 
and Multi-state Deafblind Projects, Washington, DC. 

Demchak, M. (2002, December). What does my new teacher need to know? Planning for 
successful transitions. Paper presented at the annual conference of the Division for 
Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional Children, 
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Demchak, M., & Cooper, E.* (2000, November). Special educators’ use of functional 
assessment in the development of behavior support plans. Paper presented at the 
Annual Conference of the Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional 
Children, Las Vegas, NV. 

Demchak, M., (2000, November). Unified teacher preparation programs at the University of 
Nevada, Reno. In K. Allred (Chair), Building bridges for early childhood teacher 
preparation in Nevada. Symposium conducted at the Annual Conference of the Teacher 
Education Division of the Council for p( )Tj
-o2571 Tw -36.443 -1.Tc 0 Tw 3.273 aRnnM4 (er)]Tc 0h,  
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Demchak, M. (1997, November). Including children with multiple disabilities, 
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Demchak, M., & Cheney, C.O. (1995, November). Using on-site technical assistance to prepare 
teachers for inclusion. Paper presented at the
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Demchak, M., Weber, D.*, & Moore, S. (1994, May). Employer attitudes towards the 
employment of individuals with disabilities. Paper presented at the Young Adult 
Institute International Conference on Developmental Disabilities. New York, NY. 

Cheney, C.O., & Demchak, M. (1993, November). Assessing problem behaviors to plan 
effective interventions. Paper presented at the Seventeenth Annual Conference on 
Severe Behavior Disorders of Children and Youth. Tempe, AZ. 

Demchak, M., Moore, S., & Rock, S. (1993, November). Functional assessment of students with 
severe behavioral disorders. Paper presented at the Seventeenth Annual Conference on 
Severe Behavior Disorders of Children and Youth. Tempe, AZ. 

Moore, S., & Demchak, M. (1993, November). The effects of choice in supported employment. 
Paper presented at the annual meeting of The Association for Persons with Severe 
Handicaps. Chicago, IL. 

Demchak, M. (1993, June). Collaborative teaming for students with severe disabilities. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Association on Mental Retardation. 
Washington, DC. 

Demchak, M. (1993, April). Implementing transdisciplinary services with students with multiple 
disabilities: An evaluation checklist. Paper presented at the Council for Exceptional 
Children annual convention. San Antonio, TX. 

Demchak, M. (1992, November). Evaluating transdisciplinary services. Paper presented at The 
Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps national conference. San Francisco, 
CA. 

Mattie, H.*, & Demchak, M. (1992, November). Alternative communication as a treatment 
method for a student with severe problem behaviors. Paper presented at The  
Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps national conference. San Francisco, 
CA. 

Demchak, M. (1992, October). Assessment of problem behaviors of adolescents with severe 
disabilities: Overview of best practices. Paper presented at The National Adolescent 
Conference: Programming for the Developmental Needs of Adolescents with Behavior 
Disorders. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M. (1992, May). Selection of recreational activities for individuals with severe 
disabilities. Paper presented at the American Association on Mental Retardation Annual 
Meeting. New Orleans, LA. 

Demchak, M. (1992, May). 
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Demchak, M. (1992, January). Integrating students with severe disabilities: Teacher, parent, 
and student viewpoints. Paper presented at the Pacific Rim/Council for Exceptional 
Children-Mental Retardation conference. Honolulu, HI. 

Demchak, M. (1991, November). Recreational activities: Prioritizing for instruction and 
participation. Paper presented at The Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps 
national conference. Washington, DC. 

Demchak, M., & Drinkwater, S.* (1991, November). Perceptions of integration: Views of 
teachers, parents, and students. Paper presented at The Association for Persons with 
Severe Handicaps national conference. Washington, DC. 

Demchak, M., & Drinkwater, S.* (1991, November). Preschool Checklist: Integration of children 
with severe disabilities. Paper presented at The Association for Persons with Severe 
Handicaps national conference. Washington, DC. 

Demchak, M., & Drinkwater, S.* (1991, November). Integrating children with severe and/or 
multiple disabilities in kindergarten classrooms. Paper presented at the International 
Early Childhood Conference on Children with Special Needs. St. Louis, MO. 

Demchak, M. (1991, August). Nonsymbolic communication interactions with students with 
severe disabilities. Invited presentation at the annual meeting of the American 
Conference on Transportation of Children with Special Needs. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., & Browder, D.M. (1990, December). Systematic evaluation of student progress in 
integrated programs. Paper presented at The Association for Persons with Severe 
Handicaps national conference. Chicago, IL. 

Demchak, M. (1990, August). Education of students with severe and multiple disabilities. Invited 
presentation at the annual meeting of the American Conference on Transportation of 
Children with Special Needs, Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M. (1990, May). A comparison of instructional strategies in teaching leisure skills to 
adolescents with severe handicaps. In D.N. Fletcher (Moderator), Leisure of 
adolescents and young adults with moderate, severe, and profound mental retardation. 
Presentation at the annual meeting of the American Association on Mental Retardation, 
Atlanta, GA. 

Demchak, M., & Browder, D.M. (1990, May). Data-based rules for instructional decision-
making. Paper presented at annual meeting of the American Association on Mental 
Retardation, Atlanta, GA. 
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Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps 
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Demchak, M. (1988, April). Vocational and basic life skills education for adults with severe 
handicaps. Invited paper presented at the Young Adult Institute International 
Conference. New York, NY. 

Demchak, M.,
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Regional, State, and Local Presentations  

(* students, practitioners, 
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Demchak, M., & Sutter, C.* (2016, May). Visual supports: Development and practical use. Paper 
presented at the Nevada Association of Education of Young Children Conference. Reno, 
NV. 

Demchak, M. & Young, P. * (2015, July).  Handprints that touch the heart: Art and children with 
disabilities. Paper presented at the Nevada Disabilities Conference 2015. Reno, NV. 

Molina, L.*, & Demchak, M. (2013, November), After School Work Camp: Paving the way for 
competitive employment for students with severe disabilities. Paper presented at the 
Nevada Education Research Symposium. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., & Young, P.* (2013, April). Hand prints that touch the heart.  Paper presented at 
the Nevada Association of Education of Young Children Conference. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., Isaacs, E.*, & Fields, C. J.* (2013, March).  Strategies for children with severe, 
multiple disabilities to demonstrate comprehension when engaged in literacy activities. 
Paper presented at the 2013 Nevada Disabilities Conference. Reno, NV. 

Cohen, A.*, & Demchak, M. (2013, March). Shared reading and alternative literacy materials for 
preschool children with severe disabilities.  Paper presented at the 2013 Nevada 
Disabilities Conference. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., & Feigenson, S.* (2012, January). Meaningful literacy activities for children with 
disabilities. Paper presented at 2012 Early Childhood Mini-conference. North Las 
Vegas, NV. 

Demchak, M. (2011, June).  Let's Play: Selecting toys for children with disabilities. Paper 
presented at the Western Regional Early Intervention Conference. Ogden, UT. 

Demchak, M., & Molina, L.* (2011, April).  Literacy through play: Interactive literacy materials. 
Paper presented at the annual conference of the Nevada Association for the 
Education of Young Children. Reno, NV. 

Cohen, A.*, & Demchak, M. (2011, April), Books matter! Literacy interactions of preschoolers 
with severe disabilities. Paper presented at the annual conference of the Nevada 
Association for the Education of Young Children. Reno, NV. 

Young, P.*, & Demchak, M. (2011, April). Children with severe multiple disabilities? Let's play! 
Paper presented at the annual conference of the Nevada Association for the Education 
of Young Children. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M., Cohen, A.*, & Molina, L.* (2010, April). Playtime for all: Selecting toys for all 
children.  Paper presented at NevAEYC 2010 Annual EarlyL.* 
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Cohen,
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Demchak, M. (2003, 
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Demchak,
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Weber, D.*, & Demchak, M. (1994, March). Facilitating post-secondary transition planning 
through functional assessment. Paper presented at the Collaborative Strategies for 
Teaching Diverse Learners: Inclusion '94 conference. Las Vegas, NV. 

Demchak, M. (1994, January). Discussion of Moore: Being guided by data. Paper presented at 
the Nevada Conference on Ethics and Developmental Disabilities. Reno, NV. 

Demchak, M. (1993, September). Inclusion of students with severe disabilities in general 
education classes. Paper presented at Clarion 
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University of Nevada, Reno Service 

2018-Present Graduate Program Director, Doctoral Program in Education 2019-Present 
Member, University Research Council 

2018-19 Member, University Faculty Senate  
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2011-13 ate Program Director, Doctoral Program in Education 

2011-13 Chair, College of Education Doctoral Committee 

2011-13 Member, College of Education Public Relations &

C h a i r ,
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2000-01 Member, College of Education Reorganization Committee 

2000-01 Member, College of Education Search Committee for Director of Research 
and Educational Planning Center / University Affiliated Program 

 

2000 Chair, Department of Curriculum & Instruction Search Committee Early 
Childhood Special Education Assistant Professor search 

1999 Member, University of Nevada, Reno Research Advisory Board 

1998 Member, University of Nevada, Reno Evaluation Committee 

1998 Member, Department of 



Demchak Vita 41 

1990 Chair, Academic Dishonesty Subcommittee 

1990 Member, Department of Curriculum & Instruction Search Committee for a 
Position in Early Childhood Special Education 

1989 Member, College of Education NCATE Student Teaching Committee 

1989 Member, Department of Curriculum & Instruction Search Committee 
for a Position in Classroom Management 

1988-95 Member, Department of Curriculum & Instruction Search Committee for a 
Position in Special Education 

1988-89 Member, College of Education  
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2013 Member, Standards Setting Study: Special Education – Teaching Students 
with Intellectual Disabilities. Educational Testing Services. 

2012-13 Co-chair, Nevada Disabilities Conference Program Committee. 

2009-10 Member, Special Education Teacher Licensure Taskforce (appointed by 
Commission on Professional Standards) 

2003-09 Member, Nevada Department of Education Alternate Assessment Advisory 
Committee 

2003-05 Member, Nevada Department of Education Statewide Leadership Team for 
Project Improvement (State Improvement Grant) 

2003 Member, U.S. Department of Education Planning Committee for Project 
Directors’ Meeting for State and Multi-State Deafblind Projects 

2003 Member, Focus Group to Evaluate the National Technical Assistance 
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1999 Member, U.S. Department of Education Planning Committee for Project 
Directors’
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Humboldt County School District, Winnemucca, NV: Conducted a workshop on function of 
problem behavior, development of support plans, and implications for a junior high 
student with deafblindness; March 2013. 

Humboldt County School District, Winnemucca, NV: Conducted a workshop on an overview of 
deafblindness and impact on a junior high student; March 2013. 

Early Intervention Service Agencies, Reno, NV: Conducted a workshop on introduction to 
deafblindness; July 2012. 

Nevada Early Intervention Services, Carson City, NV: Conducted a workshop on selecting 
commercially available toys for children with disabilities; January 2011. 

Nevada Early Intervention Services, Elko, NV: Conducted a workshop on selecting 
commercially available toys for children with disabilities; September 2010 

Clark County School District, Las Vegas, NV: Conducted three workshops on materials for 
emerging literacy with early childhood 
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overview of deafblindness; December 2003. 

Community Services Agency Head Start, Reno, NV: Conducted three workshops to site 
supervisors, classroom teachers, teaching assistants, and family support specialists on 
the topic of structuring classes to prevent problem behaviors, understanding that 
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pathologists of elementary comprehensive life skills classrooms on responding to 
challenging behaviors 





Demchak Vita 48 

Lander County School District, Battle Mountain, NV: Conducted workshop for special education 
teachers on the topic of functional curriculum; May 1990. 

Churchill County School District, Fallon, NV: Conducted workshop for teachers and teacher 
assistants of students with moderate to severe 
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United Cerebral Palsy Center, Bethlehem, PA: Conducted workshop for teachers of adults with 
severe disabilities on the topic of behavior management; October 1986. 

Tuscarora Intermediate Unit, McVeytown, PA: Conducted workshop for teachers of students 
who were moderately intellectually disabled on the topics of instructional strategies and 
behavior management; August 1986. 

Horizons Day Care Center, State College, PA: Conducted workshop for day care staff on the 
topic of behavior management techniques; May 1985. 

CEDAR Day Care Center, University Park, PA: Conducted workshop for day care staff on the 
topic of behavior management techniques; April 1985. 

Bicounty Head Start, Lock Haven, PA: Conducted workshop for Child Development Associate 
Trainees on the topic of selecting recording systems for the classroom; December 
1982. 

Lincoln, Intermediate Unit, New Oxford, PA: Conducted workshop for teachers of students with 
severe intellectual disabilities on the topic of selecting recording systems for the 
Tj
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Clark County School District 

Special Children’s Clinic: Reno & LV Lander County School District 

Nevada Early 
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programming suggestions for a 
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disabilities, 1990. 

TASH Technical Assistance Project: Churchill County School District, Fallon, NV. Assistance 
with functional programming and assessment for students with multiple disabilities, 
1990. 

Lander County School District, Battle Mountain, NV: 
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Avery, Mina; Literacy, 2016  
Stevenson, Maria; Psychology, 2015 
Garlock, Monica; Psychology, 2015 

Young, Pamela; Special Education, 2015  
Nosik, Melissa; Psychology, 2013 

Huelsman, Melissa; Counseling and Educational Psychology, 2012  
Rogers, Valerie; Psychology, 2010 

Chase, Jared; Psychology, 2010   
Rickard, Kendra; Psychology, 2010 
Braun, Colleen; Special Education, 2010 
Branson, Diane; Special Education, 2009 
MacAleese, Alicia; Psychology, 2008 
MacAleese, Kenneth; Psychology, 2008 

Liessmann, Christina; Special Education 2007 
Rodrigues, Nischal Joseph; Psychology, 2006 
Penrod, Becky; Psychology, 2006 

Doney, Janice; Psychology, 2006  
Berens, Kimberly Nix; Psychology, 2005 
Najdowski, Adel; Psychology, 2004 
Harrington, Scott; Psychology, 2004 
Bradley, April; Psychology, 2004 
Blackledge, John T.; Psychology, 2004 
Burkholder, Eric; Psychology, 2004 
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